
USAID Global Reading 
Network 
Relaunch Event

Natalie Brackett
Learning Network Lead (GRN)
nbrackett@edc.org

Cynthia Koons
Director of Network Development
ckoons@edc.org



Introduce Yourself

In the chat please share:

● Where you are currently located

● Your organizational affiliation

● Why you have decided to 
participate in today’s webinar

We will begin momentarily.
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Webinar Norms & Reminders

Mute microphone and turn 
off camera when not talking.

This webinar is being 
recorded.

Post questions and 
comments in the chat 
whenever you like. Please 
keep them on topic.

Auto closed captioning is 
available.
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Jamboard Activity: 
Members’ Ideas
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Welcome!
Jamboard Activity Instructions 

1. Open the Jamboard link in the chat 

2. Add sticky notes to respond to the prompts 
and/or suggest your ideas for GRN focus

3. Feel free to add ideas as we go along or after 
the webinar. We’ll have time later to unpack 
and discuss.
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https://jamboard.google.com/d/1g4607VFVCUn9nMP-WM6V-u0Qgpk2mwT08IJowDmlQ54/edit?usp=sharing


USAID’s Leading Through Learning Global 
Platform is

A global education learning system for USAID and 
partners to enhance thought leadership and education 
program quality.
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This learning system includes three learning 
networks and three regional hubs

8

Global Reading 
Network 

Education in 
Crisis and 
Conflict 
Network

Higher 
Education 

Learning  
Network

Washington, 
D.C.

USAID Leading Through Learning Global Platform

https://www.globalreadingnetwork.net/
https://www.eccnetwork.net/
https://www.edu-links.org/about/global-engagement/higher-education-learning-network
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Learning Networks and Regional 
Hubs terms of reference

Facilitated groups of peers who share knowledge to 
enhance thought leadership and education program 
quality.

• Open, rolling enrollment
• Non-hierarchical
• Each can generate supply and/or demand of 

deliverables based on needs
• Each guided by a Steering Group or Coordination 

Committee
• Hubs host chapters of the Learning Networks



Type in the Chat!

How have you engaged with GRN in the past?

(1) Received newsletter
(2) Uploaded resources to website
(3) Used website to find resources/events/other
(4) Member of Steering Group
(5) Participated in consultations and/or ideation events
(6) Other
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GRN Then & Now
History
• Established in 2014
• From 750 to 4,000 individual members over six years
• Over 770 organizations and 100 countries represented

Shared objective
A global community comprised of USAID staff, implementing partners, and others, all working 
together to improve reading outcomes for children around the world.   

What’s new?
• Global Platform includes Higher Education Learning Network, Education in Crisis and 

Conflict Network, and Regional Hubs 
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What Does Network and Hub 
Membership Offer You?

● Networking
● Learning Events
● Professional Development
● Knowledge Products 
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How Can You Engage?

● Join a Learning Network or Regional Hub
● Register for events with global colleagues
● Enroll in professional development courses
● Co-create knowledge products or events 
○ Now, in the ongoing 2021 Activities
○ Next year, in the call for 2022 Activities
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https://www.globalreadingnetwork.net/


How Can You Engage?

Members can engage in the 2022 Activities 
in a variety of ways. See details here.  

● Literacy Landscape Analysis
● Covid-19 and Education Tools and 

Analyses
● Social Emotional Learning Training
● Disability Inclusive Pre-primary 

Landscape Analysis
● Gender and Education Landscape 

Analysis

● Policy Linking Learning and Refining the 
Global Proficiency Framework

● Pre-primary Training Course for USAID
● Higher Education Evidence Summit
● Higher Education Scholarship Toolkit
● Financing Inclusive Education Landscape 

Analysis
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xGABrEQ4GKZXT8J1z3wU9P9VmI-nwbq7/edit


Jamboard Activity: 
Members’ Ideas
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Jamboard Activity Instructions 

1. Open the Jamboard link in the chat 

2. Add sticky notes to respond to the prompts 
and/or suggest your ideas for GRN focus

3. Feel free to add ideas as we go along or after 
the webinar. We’ll discuss in a moment, and
use the notes for future GRN direction.
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https://jamboard.google.com/d/1g4607VFVCUn9nMP-WM6V-u0Qgpk2mwT08IJowDmlQ54/edit?usp=sharing


How can you engage?
● Re-join GRN and other Learning 

Networks or Regional Hub
● Forward the link to your 

colleagues
● Share the link on your LinkedIn 

profile
● Refresh your knowledge on 

USAID’s approach to literacy and 
foundational skills on the EduLinks 
website

Let’s connect!

Any questions?
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSchJadEVDIJV5bj_fkfM1yyPDcah2lWeXySmpyjTbdovjVdLA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSchJadEVDIJV5bj_fkfM1yyPDcah2lWeXySmpyjTbdovjVdLA/viewform


Poll Activity

Of these sub-sectors within reading and foundational skills that are 
emerging as priority areas, which would you like to focus on in a future 
GRN event?

(1) Reading Comprehension
(2) Numeracy
(3) Remediation vs. Accelerated Education
(4) Teaching at the Right Level
(5) Other - share in chat, Jamboard, or via email!
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THANK YOU!
Cynthia Koons, Director of Network Development
ckoons@edc.org

Natalie Brackett, Learning Network Lead
nbrackett@edc.org

Peggy Dubek, RTI International and GRN Steering 
Group Member
dubeck@rti.org
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