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Indicator ES.1-14: Number of classrooms built or repaired with USG assistance

Definition “Classrooms” can be defined as safe and secure physical spaces in which organized group 
learning takes place. Classrooms range from environmentally appropriate, roofed 

structures without walls, to traditional four-walled structures with a roof and windows.

This indicator includes temporary classrooms (such as tents set aside for instruction and 

temporary learning centers) frequently found in settings serving refugees and/or internally 
displaced people. Clear distinction between permanent classrooms and temporary 

classrooms must be made through the use of disaggregation of this indicator.

To build, or construct, a classroom means to complete all required design, assembly, 

finishing, and inspection stages required to create a classroom that did not previously 
exist. The standards for a ‘complete’ classroom should comply with local standards but 

should include all furnishings (such as classroom furniture and blackboards, if locally 
appropriate) needed for educational activity.

To repair a classroom means to complete all required design, assembly, finishing, and 
inspection stages required to bring an existing classroom into compliance with 

expectations for a ‘complete’ classroom (as discussed above). ‘Repair’ should include 
substantial physical and structural improvements to the classroom. Repair can include 

‘finishing work’ such as plaster, paint, and furniture repair; ‘finishing work’ on its own 
(without substantial physical and structural improvements) should not be counted as 
classroom repair.

Individual classrooms should be counted if a whole classroom block is built or repaired 
(e.g., if a block contains three classrooms, all three should be counted). Spaces that are 

not used for learning and instruction, such as administrative offices or eating spaces, 
should not be counted as classrooms.

Because the definition of a classroom refers to a physical space, a classroom should be 
counted only one time even if it is used by multiple classes or shifts. 

Primary SPS 

Linkage

ES.1, HA.1

Linkage to 

Long-Term 
Outcome or 

Impact

Classrooms of acceptable quality are an essential component of education, making 

instruction possible and encouraging parents to send their children to school. Adequate 
school buildings positively affect access to education.

Indicator Type Output

Reporting Type Number

Use of Indicator This indicator will be used to monitor the overall scope of construction and infrastructure 

improvements in the education sector. It will be used, along with other education-related 
standard indicators, to report progress and results in the education sector and 

supplement other reporting against the priorities of the USAID Education Policy.

Reporting 

Frequency

Annual 

Data Source(s) Official Reports from Implementing Partner(s)
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Indicator ES.1-14: Number of classrooms built or repaired with USG assistance

Bureau 
Owner(s)

Agency: USAID

Bureau and Office: DDI/EDU

POC: Benjamin Sylla; Senior Education Advisor; Center for Education | bsylla@usaid.gov 

Technical POC: Elena Walls; Senior Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning Advisor; 

Center for Education | ewalls@usaid.gov 

Disaggregate(s) · Number of permanent classrooms

· Number of temporary classrooms

· Number of classrooms built or repaired in a crisis or conflict-affected setting1

1 Please see the USAID Education Policy for definitions of “conflict-affected” and “crisis-

affected.” 
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